
Page 1 of 5 

Cornfield School 
 

Part of the Thrive Federation of Special Schools comprising Oak Grove College, Cornfield, Herons Dale and Palatine 
Schools 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Literacy Across The 
Curriculum Policy 

 
The Management Committee has adopted the following Policy 

Policy Reviewed Dec 2019 Oct 2018 

Policy Adopted 04.12.18 

Review Date-  Dec 2022 

Signed by Chair                                                                                      10.12.19 



Page 2 of 5 

 

 

 

Policy document 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 
 

Aims 
 
We aim to develop pupil’s abilities within an integrated programme of Speaking and Listening, Reading and 
Writing. Pupils will be given opportunities to interrelate the requirements of English within a broad and 
balanced approach to the teaching of English across the curriculum, with opportunities to consolidate and 
reinforce taught literacy skills. 
 
At Cornfield School we strive for children to be literate. We aim for our pupils to be able to: 
 

• Read and write with confidence, fluency and understanding, orchestrating a range of independent 
strategies to self-monitor and correct. 

• Have an interest in books and read for pleasure. 
• Have an interest in words and their meanings, developing a growing vocabulary in spoken and written 

forms. 
• Understand a range of text types and genres – be able to write in a variety of styles and forms 

appropriate to the situation. 
• Be developing the powers of imagination, inventiveness and critical awareness. 
• Have a suitable technical vocabulary to articulate their responses. 

 

The Management committee 
 
Regular reports are made to the governors on the progress of pupils. This policy will be reviewed every three 
years or in light of changes to legal requirements. 
 

Subject Organisation 
 
The English Curriculum is delivered using the national Strategy Framework. All KS3 students are regularly 
assessed and monitored and those with well below average levels are identified as Wave Three learners. 
These students are offered a range of opportunities to develop and improve their literacy skills. These 
opportunities include one to one sessions with specialist staff, group activities and in class support.  
 
Those students identified as below average are known as Wave Two learners and they receive in class 
support and group work. Wave One, ie those students working within average boundaries are taught in class 
where they receive TA support and a differentiated curriculum. 
 
The English department head will initiate whole school strategies to ensure consistency in the development 
of literacy skills, will monitor the impact of interventions and report back to staff, indicating future 
developments 
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Approaches to speaking and listening 
 
The fundamental elements of speaking and listening are focused on building effective speaking and listening 
skills for group discussions, interaction and presentation and these permeate the whole curriculum. These 
skills are vital to engage all pupils in order to raise reading and writing standards. Children are encouraged 
to develop effective communication skills in readiness for later life.  
 
AFL:  To be able to verbalise ideas and respond to others effectively during a discussion. 
 
Aims:  The aim of promoting group discussion across all subjects is to teach the pupils how to behave in a 
speaking and listening situation within a group. 
 
Objectives 
 

• All pupils will learn how to develop their ideas, use appropriate language and identify the main points 
that arise from discussion. 

  
• All pupils will be taught how to listen for specific information and how to shape their ideas around the 

points others make in a discussion. 
 

• All pupils will develop the skills of how to put forward their ideas in a discussion using prompts that 
will help them to develop ideas, and maintain the focus of the discussion.  

 
• All pupils will enhance their skills of listening to the viewpoints of others and contributing their own 

thoughts and ideas, when it is appropriate to do so. 
 

Approaches to reading 
A whole school DEAR program operates four days a week between 9-9:20am whereby all students read 
with staff at appropriately differentiated levels. Progress is recorded in DEAR reading logs by each member 
of staff and termly reading assessments made. Reading support is given where needed through 
interventions such as Ruth Miskin and reading schemes such as the Dockside series. A reading reward  
program is offered to engage students. 

AFL:  
 

• Use a range of reading strategies to retrieve relevant information and main points from texts, 
distinguishing between fact and opinion where appropriate. 

 
• Select from a range of strategies the most appropriate ways to locate, retrieve and compare 

information and ideas from a variety of texts. 
 
Aims:  To develop student’s pleasure of reading by providing them with a range of different strategies to use 
when reading, retrieving or locating information from a text. This is through the support of staff who are 
themselves trained on how to do this.  
Objectives: 
 

• All pupils will be taught the skills of how to extract specific information, read continuously, sequence, 
analyse, annotate and summarise from a range of texts across all subjects. 
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• All teaching staff and teaching assistants will be expected to use the correct terminology when 
referring to a specific reading strategy, to help show the pupils that they are universal throughout 
each subject. 

 
• A range of different texts of both non-fiction and fiction will be used by teaching staff when applying 

the reading strategies within the class. 

Approaches to writing 
 
AFL: 

 
• To develop different ways of generating, organising and shaping ideas, using a range of vocabulary 

and effective SPAG. 
• To develop the quality if writing to ensure it is fit for audience and purpose by effectively planning and 

redrafting.  
Aims: The aim of promoting key basic literacy writing skills across all subject areas to include subject 
specific language.  

 
• All pupils will be taught the skills of how to recognise the key words from part of a text and be able 

to apply them. 
• All pupils will be taught the skills of how to show a verbal understanding of any part of a text. 
• All pupils will display the skills of being able to review and amend their own work to improve the 

quality of their writing.  
 

Cross-curricular literacy opportunities 
 
All staff will attend inset provided by the literacy lead and understand and support the whole school initiatives 
given. All subject areas will display key terminology.  
 

The use of ICT 
 
Opportunities to use ICT to support teaching and learning in Literacy will be planned for to redraft and extend 
writing. In some cases it will be used to support student’s specific needs.  
 

Inclusion 
 
We aim to provide for all children so that they achieve as highly as they can in English according to their 
individual abilities. We will identify which pupils or groups of pupils are under-achieving and take steps to 
improve their attainment. Gifted children will be identified and suitable learning challenges provided. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 
All children are provided with equal access to the English curriculum. We aim to provide suitable learning 
opportunities regardless of gender, ethnicity or home background. 
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Role of subject leader 
 
The subject leader should be responsible for improving the standards of teaching and learning in Literacy 
through: 
Monitoring and evaluating Literacy:- 

• Pupil progress 
• To create and manage literacy interventions 
• The quality of the learning environment 
• The deployment and provision of support staff in English lessons 
• To train and support staff in whole school literacy.  

Taking the lead in policy development 
Auditing and supporting colleagues in their CPD 
Purchasing and organising resources 
Keeping up to date with recent Literacy developments 
 

Parental involvement 
 
Parents can support the development of Literacy by encouraging reading and writing in everyday 
situations, by engaging with homework opportunities and by talking to their children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


