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Policy Document 

Religious Education 
 
 
Philosophy 
 
Religion and mankind are synonymous.  Religion is as old as mankind and as far 
back as we can go, even before the earliest written records there is evidence that 
religion was a key aspect of human life.  Wherever archaeologists have discovered 
the bones of our ancestors and some evidence of the way in which they lived, there 
has also been evidence which indicates some kind of religious belief, from findings in 
a grave to drawings on a wall.  The significance of religion to mankind in making 
sense of his existence is not therefore in doubt.  Great Britain is a multi-cultural 
society which has representatives of all the world’s major religions that continue to 
influence the cultural growth and spiritual aspirations of the British people. 
 
Principles 
 
The statutory requirements for religious education were set out in the 1944 Education 
Act and then amended in the Education Act 1988 and restated in the Education Act 
1996. 
 
These requirements apply to Cornfield School and state that: 
 

• Religious education should be provided for all registered students. 
 

• Parents have the right to withdraw their child from religious education 
lessons. 

 

• The subject should be taught according to an agreed syllabus in all County 
maintained and voluntary controlled schools. 

 

• Religious education must be non-denominational. 
 

• The agreed syllabus must ‘reflect the fact that religious traditions in Great 
Britain are in the main Christian, whilst taking into account of the teaching and 
practice of other principle religions represented in Great Britain.’  (Education 
Act 1996 Section 375 (3).) 

 

• The requirement for special schools is that they should follow the Agreed 
Syllabus where practicable. 
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Practice 
 
At Cornfield School the Religious Education department follows the Agreed Syllabus 
for Religious Education in West Sussex with the following principle aims. 
 
To teach Religious Education so that children may: 
 

• Acquire a knowledge and understanding of the origins, content and 
development of the Christian religion and of other religions, their traditions 
and beliefs. 

 

• Understand the importance of religious experience and recognise the ways 
by which these experiences have been interpreted and expressed through a 
variety of religious traditions.  Leading to an understanding of religion in 
context of Awe and Wonder and the authority of religious wisdom, leaders 
and scripture.   

 

• Appreciate the contribution that religious and spiritual ideas and concepts can 
make to their personal search for meaning and purpose in life, enabling them 
to develop their own spiritual values. 

 

• Look beyond themselves and recognise the contribution of religion in the 
establishment of relationships and responsibilities in the family, among 
friends, in schools, the community and the world at large. 

 

• Explore the consequences of religious belief and experience in the 
development of personal attitudes. 

 
  
Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation 
 
The governing body will review the policy every 3 years. 
 
 


