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Policy Document  
 
Spiritual Development  
 
Philosophy 
At Cornfield School the need to promote spiritual development is clearly identified.  At 
this school spirituality is viewed as affecting all learning and is an essential part of 
developing increased understanding of oneself and others.  Through spiritual 
development we are better able to develop our own philosophies and beliefs which 
will underpin our principles and behaviours. 
 
Principle 
The main principle underlying spiritual development in Cornfield School is that all 
young people need to be able to consider and respond to life’s fundamental 
questions about meaning and purpose and what it is to be a British citizen with British 
values, beliefs and morals.    As a result of these considerations a clear individual 
philosophy and moral code can be developed. 
 
Practice 
The aim of this school is to give information so that students can make informed 
choices allowing them to develop their own spiritual philosophy. 
This is achieved through the following areas: 

• Religion:  Religion is studied in Ethics lessons and the impact of religion is 
considered in assemblies and history, art, design and English subject 
areas.(Please see below for an in-depth overview of SMSC within the 
Humanities Department).  

 
• Awe and Wonder:  Awe and Wonder is experienced in all subject areas 

depending on the module of work being studied.  The art department is 
particularly focused on this area. 

 
• Personal Development:  Self knowledge and understanding are promoted 

through the Personal Development (PD) curriculum and through the ethos of 
the school which values individuality and social acceptance of others. 
Aspects of spirituality are explored through conversation when opportunities 
arise, eg, recent conversations have been developed around the themes of 
embryology, cryogenics, funerals and death and birth. 
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• SMSC & British Values at Cornfield School 

Ethics & Humanities Dept 

 
 

Defining spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (OFSTED August 2016) 

136. The spiritual development of pupils is shown by their: 
•  Ability to be reflective about their own beliefs, religious or otherwise, that 

inform their perspective on life and their interest in and respect for different 
people’s faiths, feelings and values 

• Sense of enjoyment and fascination in learning about themselves, others and 
the world around them 

• Use of imagination and creativity in their learning 
• Willingness to reflect on their experiences. 

 

A core part of the curriculum in Ethics is learning about their own beliefs, the beliefs 
of others and how these beliefs affect their own lives, community and wider society.  
In Year 7 the first topic covered is belief in God.  This looks at diversity of belief:  
Atheism, Agnostic and Theism.  The reason for these beliefs and how they impact on 
their own lives and the lives of those around them.   
Reflection time about their learning and beliefs is built into every Ethics lesson, with 
time given for pupils to express their viewpoints.   
As well as learning about themselves pupils learn about ‘other’.  Experiential Ethics 
means that pupils can experience spirituality even if they come from a secular 
upbringing.  These activities allow pupils to understand core beliefs held and how 
these impact on lives.   
Ethics lessons are planned to be creative and fun.  En-active learning incorporates 
multi-sensory learning so that learning is remembered and purposeful.  
 
137. The moral development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Ability to recognise the difference between right and wrong and to readily 
apply this understanding in their own lives, recognise legal boundaries and, in 
so doing, respect the civil and criminal law of England 

• Understanding of the consequences of their behaviour and actions 
• Interest in investigating and offering reasoned views about moral and ethical 

issues and ability to understand and appreciate the viewpoints of others on 
these issues. 

 
In Years 9-11 moral and ethical issues are looked at in a wide number of topics.  The 
difference between right and wrong is taught, together with the role of the conscience 
and where this conscience comes from:  Upbringing, God, Society with a focus on 
British Values running through these schemes.  All year groups cover scripture from 
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religions which links into positive moral and ethical behaviour, always linked back to 
the pupil.   
Ethical Issues Covered: 
Crime & Punishment 
Moral & Natural Evil & the problem of evil. 
Sanctity of Life:  Abortion, Euthanasia, Capital Punishment 
Wealth & Poverty 
War & Peace 
Drugs & Religious Attitudes 
Community Cohesion. 
 
All of the above are based on UK society and include the laws of our country and link 
into the objectives and outcomes for British Values.  
 
138. The social development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Use of a range of social skills in different contexts, for example working and 
socialising with other pupils, including those from different religious, ethnic 
and socio-economic backgrounds 

• Willingness to participate in a variety of communities and social settings, 
including by volunteering, cooperating well with others and being able to 
resolve conflicts effectively 

• Acceptance and engagement with the fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance 
of those with different faiths and beliefs; they develop and demonstrate skills 
and attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in and contribute 
positively to life in modern Britain. 

 
The department takes every opportunity for pupils to have experience of ‘other’  
enrichment activities are planned into the curriculum. 

 
139. The cultural development of pupils is shown by their: 

• Understanding and appreciation of the wide range of cultural influences that 
have shaped their own heritage and those of others 

• Understanding and appreciation of the range of different cultures within 
school and further afield as an essential element of their preparation for life in 
modern Britain 

• Knowledge of Britain’s democratic parliamentary system and its central role in 
shaping our history and values, and in continuing to develop Britain 

• Willingness to participate in and respond positively to artistic, musical, 
sporting and cultural opportunities 

• Interest in exploring, improving understanding of and showing respect for 
different faiths and cultural diversity and the extent to which they understand, 
accept, respect and celebrate diversity, as shown by their tolerance and 
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attitudes towards different religious, ethnic and socioeconomic groups in the 
local, national and global communities. 
 

Key lessons such as ‘What makes us British?’ (Year 8) and looking at terrorism in 
Britain throughout history (Year  9) enables our pupils to look at how and why our 
country came to be and the importance of us being a multi-cultural society and how 
this has formed our society.  We look at community cohesion and the dangers of 
segregating others, linked into contemporary issues such as Syria but also The 
Shoah.    Respect for all (no matter what faith or religion) is at the forefront of every 
Ethics lesson.  Lessons are planned in order to enable pupils to experience festivals, 
rites of passage etc. of other religions so that they understand and have tolerance.   
 


